CLASSIC CRIMES
a chance fellow-traveller, to whom he presented one of his own
photographs, and bidding him a courteous adieu when the
train reached Queen Street, alighted in his usual stately
fashion. He did not expect anyone to meet him; but Super-
intendent M'Call of the Glasgow City Police was awaiting
his arrival, and at the pressing invitation of that functionary,
Dr. Pritchard accompanied him to the North Prison.
"Previous to retiring to rest," we read, "and before the room
was vacated by the officers, the Doctor engaged in prayer."1
Doubtless he audibly petitioned for the forgiveness of his
enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and for the turning of
their hearts.
The development of the case for the prosecution pro-
ceeded amain. The members of the Doctor's household
were seen and precognosced, the secrets of the consulting-
room laid bare, and his accounts for drugs examined. On
the 2ist, at No. i Lauder Road, Edinburgh, Drs. Maclagan
and Littlejohn made a post-mortem examination of Mrs.
Pritchard's body, which presented no appearance of recent
morbid action, and nothing at all capable of accounting for
death. Certain organs were therefore removed for chemical
analysis. On the 22nd the prisoner was judicially examined
before Sir Archibald Alison, Sherijff of Lanarkshire, and the
historian of Europe,1 and emitted a declaration on the charge
of murdering his wife by poison. He gave her, he declared, no
medicines whatever during her illness, trusting Nature to
right itself; he never gave her antimony, except when in
October he applied it externally to her neck for a swollen
gland, and some years earlier gave it once, internally, for
inflammation of the eyelids; there was a "considerable
quantity" of that drug in his repositories, as he used it
extensively in his practice. "I never administered antimony
internally to her on any occasion, nor any other substance
calculated to injure or destroy life." The investigation having
disclosed the unusual relations which subsisted between
the Doctor and his housemaid, M'Leod was apprehended
1  Glasgow HeraI4 24th April 1865.
2  It is, for us, unfortunate that the autobiography of the learned Sheriff (Some
Account of My Life and Writings^ Edinburgh: 1883) stops in 1862.  His references to
the MTLachlan case of that year are of great interest, and one would hays welcomed his
renjjniscences of Pritchard*
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